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of the virtues of the Guru, of whom he was genuinely
fond. The thief was touched by Mana's eloquence
and repented. He gave Mana a casket of jewels
that he had stolen, and trusting Mana's assurance
that he would thereby win salvation, he took Mana's
place and leapt into the fire. When the thief's body
had been well and truly burned, Mana went into
the bazaar and tried to sell the jewels. He was
arrested on suspicion. The owner of the jewels was
traced and they were restored to him. The unhappy
Mana was hanged. When the Guru heard of
Mana's untimely end, he observed :
'So true it is, that perverse lose both worlds, and
if Folly leave not the heart, man obtaineth not salvation
even by living near the Guru.'
In any case the Guru had rest from Mana, that
fat and proud one !
Just as Nanak had preferred to his sons a disciple,
so Angad chose Amardas as his successor rather
than his own sons. Amardas is said to have been
descended from Bharat, the younger brother of the
divine hero Ramachandra ; his father was Tejbhan
a Khattri of Basarka near Amritsar. Tejbhan's
wife Bakht Kaur bore him four sons, of whom the
eldest was Amardas, born in May, A.D. 1479.
Amardas was a devout Vaishnava and used to fast
every eleventh day. In spite of his piety, he was
greatly concerned, because he had no spiritual
teacher. 'How can the lotus bloom without the
sight of the sun !' he would exclaim, 'and how can
man obtain salvation without a guru V Early one
morning he heard AngadJs daughter Amro singing
a hymn of Nanak. Amardas was charmed with it